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The 2030 Agenda

“Transforming our world: the 2030

Agenda for Sustainable

Development” (25 September 2015)

17 Sustainable Development Goals

and 169 targets

Global Partnership for Sustainable

Development, supported by the Addis

Ababa Action Agenda (Financing for

Development), which established also

a Technology Facilitation Mechanism

on science, technology and

innovation for the Sustainable

Development Goals
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SDG14: Life under Water

14.1 By 2025, prevent and significantly reduce marine pollution of all kinds, 
in particular from land-based activities, including marine debris and 
nutrient pollution

14.2 By 2020, sustainably manage and protect marine and coastal 
ecosystems to avoid significant adverse impacts, including by 
strengthening their resilience, and take action for their restoration in order 
to achieve healthy and productive oceans

14.3 Minimize and address the impacts of ocean acidification, including 
through enhanced scientific cooperation at all levels

14.4 By 2020, effectively regulate harvesting and end overfishing, illegal, 
unreported and unregulated fishing and destructive fishing practices and 
implement science-based management plans, in order to restore fish 
stocks in the shortest time feasible, at least to levels that can produce 
maximum sustainable yield as determined by their biological 
characteristics
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SDG14: Life under Water

14.5 By 2020, conserve at least 10 per cent of coastal and marine areas, 
consistent with national and international law and based on the best available 
scientific information

14.6 By 2020, prohibit certain forms of fisheries subsidies which contribute to 
overcapacity and overfishing, eliminate subsidies that contribute to illegal, 
unreported and unregulated fishing and refrain from introducing new such 
subsidies, recognizing that appropriate and effective special and differential 
treatment for developing and least developed countries should be an integral 
part of the World Trade Organization fisheries subsidies negotiation 

14.7 By 2030, increase the economic benefits to Small Island developing States 
and least developed countries from the sustainable use of marine resources, 
including through sustainable management of fisheries, aquaculture and 
tourism
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SDG14: Life under Water

14.a Increase scientific knowledge, develop research capacity and transfer marine 

technology, taking into account the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission 

Criteria and Guidelines on the Transfer of Marine Technology, in order to improve 

ocean health and to enhance the contribution of marine biodiversity to the 

development of developing countries, in particular small island developing States and 

least developed countries

14.b Provide access for small-scale artisanal fishers to marine resources and markets

14.c Enhance the conservation and sustainable use of oceans and their resources by 

implementing international law as reflected in UNCLOS, which provides the legal 

framework for the conservation and sustainable use of oceans and their resources, as 

recalled in paragraph 158 of The Future We Want”
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The boundaries do not correspond to the actual 
geographical coverage of the conventions and action plans

18 Regional Seas Conventions and Action Plans



Regional Seas Programme
• UN Environment’s flagship 

programme since 1974

• Provide a framework to protect 
the marine environment through 
the cooperation of litteral
countries at the regional level

• Intergovernmental mechanisms 
supported by Conventions and 
Action Plans

• Implement action on the ground 
through projects and other 
activities



Regional Seas and SDGs
Regional Seas can be used to 
support the implementation 
and follow-up of the ocean-
related SDGs

• Each Regional Sea will 
prepare a proposal on how 
they can assist their 
respective participating 
countries in achieving the 
SDGs

• Through the Regional Seas 
Indicators Working Group, 
Regional Seas programmes
are mapping regional targets 
against SDGs
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SDGs Follow-up and Review

National level implementation: Governments have the 

primary responsibility for follow-up and review, at the 

national, regional and global levels, in relation to the 

progress made in implementing the Goals and targets 

over the coming fifteen years.

Indicators: Indicators are being developed to assist this 

work. Quality, accessible, timely and reliable 

disaggregated data will be needed to help with the 

measurement of progress and to ensure that no one 

is left behind



The HLPF meets every four years at the level
of Heads of State and Government under the
auspices of the UN General Assembly (next in
2019) and every year under the auspices of
the UN Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC)
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Source: A/RES/70/1 Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development

SDGs Follow-up and Review Process

Other relevant organs and 
forums

The Global Sustainable Development 
Report (overviewed by the ECOSOC)

 To strengthen the Science-Policy 
interface

Progress report by the SG, based on:

1. Global Indicator Framework 
2. Data from National Statistical Systems
3. Information at regional level

UN General 
Assembly

Follow-up and review
at the High Level
Political Forum (HLPF)
will be informed by:

 The HLPF has a central role in overseeing
a network of follow-up and review
processes at the global level, working
coherently with:
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Source: Guidelines on data flows and global data reporting, 5th

Meeting of the IAEG-SDGs, 30-31 March 2017, Ottawa

SDGs Data Flows

National 
Statistical 

System

International 
Agencies

Regional 
Mechanism

UNSD Global 
SDG Indicators 

Database

When estimated and 
modelled data are used, 
agencies need to consult 
and get agreement by 
national statistical 
authorities

Countries have 
different data flows 

scenarios

Regional Mechanisms will facilitate the 
data transmission process from the 
national to the global level

unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators/database/

Private 
sector

Acad
emia

CSOs

UNSD Country 
Data Lab

unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators/database/
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SDG 14 Indicators

14.1.1 Index of Coastal Eutrophication (ICEP) and
Floating Plastic debris Density

14.2.1 Proportion of national Exclusive Economic
Zones managed using ecosystem-based approaches

14.3.1 Average marine acidity (pH) measured at
agreed suite of representative sample stations

14.4.1 Proportion of fish stocks within biologically
sustainable levels

14.5.1 Coverage of protected areas in relation to
marine areas

14.6.1 Progress by countries in the degree of
implementation of international instruments aiming
to combat illegal, unreported and unregulated
fishing

14.7.1 Sustainable fisheries as a percentage of GDP
in small island developing States, least developed
countries and all countries

14.a.1 Proportion of total research budget allocated
to research in the field of marine technology

14.b.1 Progress by countries in the degree of
application of a legal/regulatory/policy/institutional
framework which recognizes and protects access
rights for small-scale fisheries

14.c.1 N. of countries making progress in ratifying,
accepting and implementing through legal, policy
and institutional frameworks, ocean-related
instruments and implement international law, as
reflected in UNCLOS, for the conservation and
sustainable use of the oceans and their resources



22 Regional Seas Indicators
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• Through the Regional Seas

Indicators Working Group, a

set of 22 regional seas

indicators were adopted for

marine environment

assessments as well as

monitoring the progress in

the implementation of the

legal instruments, action

plans and other strategic

documents.

• They are harmonised with

the SDG indicators.



Regional Ocean Governance and SDGs
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UN Ocean Conference clearly identified the Regional Ocean

Governance as the mechanism for prompt both national and

regional actions to implement activities in support of the Ocean

related SDGs.

Regional Ocean Governance mechanisms may:

1. Set regional targets in alignment with the Ocean related

Sustainable Development Goals;

2. Coordinate regionally coordinated national action for achieving

Ocean-related SDGs;

3. Function as a regional platform to follow-up and review the

achievement of Ocean related SDGs; and

4. Coordinate their own regional indicators with the SDG related

indicators.



CPPS Integrated Regional Ocean Policy and SDGs
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Regional goals and targets: The proposed CPPS regional integrated 

ocean policy may set regional goals and targets that are aligned 

with SDGs.  If so, the Integrated Ocean policy may become a 

platform for mutual support and peer learning among the CPPS 

member States.

Regional monitoring of implementation:  CPPS member States may 

set its regional monitoring mechanisms for the implementation 

of the Policy.  The monitoring framework may be aligned with the 

SDG review and follow-up process.  Possibly CPPS indicators  may 

overlap with some of the SDG indicators.
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