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Introduction 

 

The incidental mortality of marine mammals in fishing gear (nets, traps, longlines, etc.), is 

considered as the main cause of mortality of these species by human activities. It is estimated 

that around half a million whales, dolphins and sea lions die annually in fishing gear around the 

world. Different institutions at the international level are addressing this problem such as FAO, 

IUCN, CMS, IWC, WWF, among others, promoting the implementation of an ecosystem 

approach to become fisheries more sustainable. 

 

Through the Action Plan for the Conservation of Marine Mammals in the Southeast Pacific 

(1991), the Permanent Commission for the South Pacific (CPPS) has been carrying out activities 

related to management, research and capacity building to promote the conservation of marine 

mammals in the region. Aware of the need to develop strategies for the sustainability of their 

fisheries, countries of the region have been implementing actions to mitigate the impact on non-

target species. Nevertheless, some fisheries such as gillnets still have high incidental mortality 

rates of marine mammals that require more effective management approaches. 

 

Due to the richness of its waters, fishing is one of the main economic activities in the Southeast 

Pacific countries. Fish production aimed at both national consumption and export. One of the 

main destination for fishery products is the United States. With the entry into force of the 

Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) in August 2016, a space of five years was opened for 

countries that export fish products to that market to adopt measures and reduce the levels of 

incidental mortality of marine mammals to the same levels as requested for US domestic 

fisheries. The new legislation puts at risk the free commercialization of fishery products to that 

market by the end of the established transition period, so the countries of the region must be 

prepared for this new challenge. On the other hand, the MMPA represents an opportunity to 

strengthen fisheries management in the countries of the region and promote the conservation 

of marine mammal populations affected by fishing activities. 

 

The objectives set for this workshop are: 

 

1. Evaluate alternatives to reduce the incidental mortality of marine mammals in different 

fishing gear in the countries of the region.  

2. Promote the exchange of experiences and good practices within and outside the region 

to mitigate the impact of fisheries on marine mammals. 

3. Prepare countries to reduce the risk of trade restrictions with the United States by the 

entry into force of the Marine Mammals Protection Act. 

 

Participants: 

 



Marine researchers from national institutions responsible for fisheries management and the 

conservation of marine biodiversity, universities, non-governmental organizations and other 

stakeholders interested in the conservation of marine mammals and the sustainability of fishing 

activities. 

 

DRAFT AGENDA  

 

 

Day 1: Thursday 30 August 

Hour Activity Expositor 

8:30-9:00 Participants registration  

9:00-9:15 Opening CPPS/WWF/NOAA 

9:15:9:30 Objectives and scope of the workshop CPPS,WWF 

9:30-9:45 Tour de table Participants 

9:45-10:15 Activities carried out by CPPS within the 
framework of the Regional Action Plan for the 
Conservation of Marine Mammals in the 
Southeast Pacific. 

Fernando Félix, CPPS 

10:15-10:45 United States Marine Mammals Protected Act, 
provisions and opportunities 

Glynnins Roberts/Nina 
Young, NOAA 

10:45-11:15 Coffee break  

11:15-11:45 Incidental mortality of marine mammals in fishing 
gear, the problem 

Aimee Leslie, WWF 

11:45-12:15 Global review of techniques to reduce the 
mortality of marine mammals in fishing gear Tim Werner, New 

England Aquarium 

12:15-12:45 Interaction of pinnipeds with fisheries and 
structures for aquaculture 

Maritza Sepúlveda, 
Universidad de 
Valparaíso 

12:45-14:30 Lunch  

14:30-15:00  Use of pingers to reduce mortality of dolphins, 
the experience in Peru 

Clara Ortiz, 
Prodelphinus 

15:00-16:00 The problem of interaction with fisheries in the 
countries of the region and regulatory programs 
and experiences to mitigate it. Including legal 
aspects 

 Presentation by Chile 

 Presentation by Colombia 

 Presentation by Ecuador 

Country delegates 

16:00-16:30 Coffee break  

16:30-17:30 The problem of interaction with fisheries in the 
countries of the region and regulatory programs 
and experiences to mitigate it. Including legal 
aspects 

 Presentation by Panamá 

 Presentation by Perú 

Country delegates 

17:30 End first day  

 

  



Day 2. Friday 31 August 

Hora Activity Lecturer/participant 

9:00-9:30 Low cost technologies to reduce marine mammal 
bycatch 

Per Berggren  

9:30-10:00 The International Whaling Commission’s Bycatch 
Mitigation Initiative. Collaborating on the 
development and promotion of solutions for 
tackling cetacean bycatch 

Margarite Tarzia 

10:00-11:00 Break-out group discussion. Topic 1. 

Characterization of national fisheries and their 

potential risk for marine mammals. 

Q1. What are the main fisheries in which 

interactions with marine mammals is occurring in 

the countries of the region? 

Q2. What information exists and what is missing 
to know the magnitude of the incidental mortality 
of marine mammals? 

Participants 

11:00-11:30 Coffee break  

11:30-13:00 Break-out group discussion. Topic 2. Mitigation 

measures: evaluation by fishery according to its 

feasibility (relevance, cost, acceptance) 

Q1. Have measures for evaluation, quantification 

or mitigation been implemented? If the answer is 

affirmative, indicate how effective they have 

been. If negative, explain the reasons why 

measures have not been implemented. 

Q2. Of the fisheries identified with problems in 
your country and based on the experiences 
shared in the workshop, what mitigation 
measures are considered feasible to implement in 
each of the fisheries identified? 

Participants 

13:00-14:30 Lunch  

14:30-15:30 Break-out group discussion. Topic 3. Training 

needs and technology transfer 

Q1. What areas of knowledge need to be 

strengthened to develop programs to evaluate 

and mitigate the problem in the countries of the 

region? 

Q2. What are the technical or economic 
limitations that prevent progress in this area in 
the countries of the region? 

Participants 

15:30-16:15 Break-out group discussion. Topic 4. 

Identification of key actors in each country. 

 

Q1. Which institutions are competent to deal with 

this problem in the countries of the region? 

 

Participants 



Q2. What is the role that each of them should 
play? 

16:15-16:30 Coffee break  

16:30-17:30 Workshop recommendations and next steps Plenary 

17:30 Closing remarks CPPS,WWF,NOAA 

 


