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Flanders UNESCO Science Trust fund
Established in 1999 - 5 yr agreement - 4th phase 2014-2018

Main Guiding Policy lines:

 Sustainable capacity building;
 Contribute to the development of a sustainable policy
taking into account the local socio-economic and
political context;
 Supporting and strengthening knowledge transfer;
 Cooperation as partners in addressing, defining and
solving the problems;
 Persistence of the effort;
 Guarantee sufficient equipment, inclusive training to
safeguard operation;
 Encourage networking.
 Short dedicated ‘on the job’-trainings
but NO GRANTS !!

FUST: PROCEDURE
Bi-annual UNESCO programme (C5)


UNESCO Project proposals
within IOC, MAB en IHP action lines


“Call for interest” to Flanders
Universities and Research Institutes

Approval Government of Flanders
Science Trust funds  Proposal funds


Actualisation of the Work Plans
Science Trust Funds Steering Committee


Implementation = UNESCO in close
collaboration with all partners





Science Trust Funds Steering
Committee: Selection of the proposals

Annual report UNESCO  Flanders

Additonal Small Scale activities linked to FUST-projects or to policy
support or generic issues under the IOC, MAB en IHP action lines

DEDICATED SUPPORT TO the

SCIENCE division of UNESCO

 Dedicated on UNESCO’s priorities within the main
action lines of IOC, IHP and MAB
 Focus on Capacity Development and Networking
 Priority on IOC’s Programmes IODE and ICAM
(through FUST projects and Small Scale Activities) and
important IOC generic issues (SSA).
 IHP Focus on ‘Water Security’
 MAB : focus Integrated natural resources (BR)
Fostering cooperation between UNESCO programmes.
Stepping stone to submit proposals to international donors
(EU, UNDP, WB, etc)
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DEDICATED SUPPORT TO IODE and
IODE Project Office, at Ostend (B)
•

IODE Secretariat

•

International Training Centre

•

International Conference Centre

•

Host for IOC/IODE data and information
services (Data/information hub)

•

Expert Centre

•

~15 events/year

•

Support from Flanders Government (FUST)

•

Close cooperation with Flanders Marine
Institute (VLIZ)
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DEDICATED SUPPORT TO IODE
through FUST projects

OceanTeacher Global Academy (OTGA): the way ahead
•

Expand the learning experience from our current 20
students/course to hundreds

•

Distance/blended learning:
•
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More interactive training (e.g. [online] pre course
assignments, tests and quizzes, etc….);

•

Combine focus on local/national priorities with a global
view

•

True flexibility: make the best lecturers available anywhere
in the world without the need for expensive, tiring and
time-consuming travel

•

Link classrooms in geographically dispersed locations:
network of training centres… network of Centres of
Excellence?

DEDICATED SUPPORT TO

OBIS and HABs : DIPS

OBIS: Online interactive maps on the status of global
marine species distribution and diversity, an analysison
completeness, species richness, endemism, gaps and
changes over time
HABs: Harmful algal Blooms
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DEDICATED SUPPORT TO the

Caribbean Sea : CMA

II

CMA II
CMA II is a Capacity Development project, which is
closely linked to the UNOPS Caribbean Large Marine
Ecosystem Project. It is implemented in cooperation
with IOC’s IODE and ICAM programme activities in
this region.
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DEDICATED SUPPORT TO

ICAM/ICAN/MSP:
ex. SPINCAM I & II

Specific objectives:
• Strengthen the framework of national and regional ICAM indicators to
assist in decision making through partnerships and collaborations
among institutions.
• Coordinate and integrate further coastal and marine data and
information systems at national level through the IODE National
Oceanographic Data Centers.
• Design and implement a strategy for dissemination and awareness of
the ICAM indicator framework among local and regional
stakeholders.
• Promote continuous training and formation to strengthen the
institutional capacities.

IHP VIII (2014- 2021)
“Water Security: Responses to Local, Regional, and
Global Challenges”

Water-related
Disasters and
Hydrological
Change

Groundwater in
a Changing
Environment

Addressing
Water Scarcity
and Quality

Water and
Human
Settlements
of the Future

Ecohydrology
Engineering
Harmony for
a Sustainable
World

Water
Education,
Key for Water
Security

Water Security: Responses to Local, Regional, and Global Challenges

CONTINUATION of IHP VII (2008-2013) Water dependencies:
Systems under Stress and Societal Response
A significant contribution to UNESCO IHP programme designed to address
water resources challenges and opportunities of Arid and Semi Arid region.
Managing Water Resources in Arid and Semi Arid
Regions of Latin America and Caribbean” (MWAR-LAC)
OBJECTIVE: to contribute to improve the quality of life and
alleviate poverty of local communities in arid and semiarid
environments in Latin America and the Caribbean, through
a reduction of the vulnerability of water resources systems
to global changes based on sound scientific knowledge.
• Research & Common
approach
• standardization
• Networking

Dedicated field training schemes:
ELAFIS
COSWAND
AQUACROP
In cooperation with
local communities

GLACIERs & improving livelyhood
related workshops and meetings
Regional Workshop: Melting snow and
glaciers in the Andes: Science, technology
and policy for adaptation to cope with
complexity in the context of climate change
12-15 September 2011,
Santiago, Chile

The Impact of Glacier Retreat
in the Andes: International
Multidisciplinary Network for
Adaptation Strategies:
Lima, Peru , May 2012
Quito, Ecuador, Nov 2013

IHP is launching a new project in 2015-2017 on “Addressing Water Security:
Climate Impacts and Adaptation Responses in Africa, Asia and LAC”

MAB

SUMAMAD

Scientists from Belgium, Bolivia, Burkina Faso, China, Egypt, India, I.R. of Iran, Jordan,
Pakistan and Tunisia collaborate on dryland research to combat desertification.
Network of existing projects: exchange of best practices + Common training
OVERALL OBJECTIVES
• Improved and alternative livelihoods of dryland dwellers;
• Reduced vulnerability to land degradation in marginal lands
through rehabilitation efforts of degraded lands;
• Improved productivity through identification of wise practices
using both traditional knowledge and scientific expertise;
Environmental education • Sharing of scientific knowledge among partner countries.

Participative approach with local
population & technical departmsnts,

HR4DEV
Human Rights for Development (HR4DEV)
An international training programme on Rights-Based Approaches
to Human Rights and Children’s Rights
HR4DEV has 2 modules
•Module 1: mapping the potential and limits of HR rights-based approaches
to development and development cooperation
•Module 2: idem, with a specific focus on children's rights
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The main themes included a contextualisation of human
rights in the development debate, paradigms of rightsbased approaches to development (HRBA), mainstreaming
HRBA into policy-making, critical approaches to children’s
rights in theory and practice, and global challenges to
children’s rights.
Additionally the course materials will be the basis of a
Manual’
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THANK YOU
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